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TAGS: TPHY, GQ, JA, US, XC, XE, ECAFE 

SUBJECT: TYPHOON MODIFICATION RESEARCH: PROJECT STORMFURY 
REF: A) TOKYO 9871, B) STATE 128792 

SUMMARY: GOJ ACTION REQUESTED: APPROVAL FOR NO A A EXPERT TO 
VISIT TOKYO AFTER MANILA MEETING AND NOTICE TO EMBASSY OF HIS 
TRAVEL INFORMATION. EMD SUMMARY. 
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1. IN CALL ON FONOFF (MASATO AKAWAWA, ECONOMIC AFFAIRS DIVISION, 
UNITED NATIONS BUREAU, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS), 

SEPTEMBER 20, EMBOFFS WERE TOLD THAT GOJ FELT THAT TYPHOON 
MODIFICATION PROGRAM (TMP) WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO DEVELOPMENT 

OF METEROLOGY AND KNOWLEDGE OF TYPHOON STRUCTURE AND ACTIVITY. 
AKAZAWA NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT GOI APPREHENSIVE ABOUT TRANS- 
FERRING PROGRAM TO WESTERN PACIFIC BEACUSE TMP MIGHT AFFECT 
PATH OF TYPHOONS IN JAPAN, REDUCING PRECIPITATION. BECAUSE 
THIS POSSIBILITY LIKELY TO AROUSE JAPANESE PUBLIC OFINION 
(AGAINST BACKGROUND OF NEARLY ANNUAL WATER SHORTAGES, 
ESPECIALLY IN TOKYO). GOJ FEELS THAT IT COULD NOT AGREE TO 
SUCH PROGRAM WITHOUT UNDERTAKING PRIOR EXTENSIVE PUBLIC 
RELATIONS PROGRAM DOMESTICALLY. 

2. NOTING ALSO THAT SEVERAL MINISTRIES ARE CONCERNED AND THAT 
THEY WANT ADDITIONAL TIME AND INFORMATION BEFORE GIVING FINAL 
DECISION, GOJ POSED SEVERAL TECHNICAL QUESTIONS (SEE PARA 3 
BELOW) AND ASKED THAT NO A A SEND A METEOROLOGIST ( AS OFFERED 
PARA 2.E, REFTEL B). SCICOUNS POINTED OUT THAT NOT MUCH TIME 
REMAINED BEFORE OCTOBER 10 MEETING IN MANILA. AKAZAWA AGREED, 
AND ASKED THAT IF POSSIBLE, ONE OF NOAA METEOROLOGIST STOP IN 
TOKYO AFTER MANILA MEETING. AKAZAWA ALSO NOTED THAT GOJ DID NOT 
HAVE MUCH INFORMATION ON PAST EXPERIMENTS IN ATLANTIC, AND 
REQUESTED THAT NOAA EXPERT BE PREPARED TO COVER THIS EXPERIENCE. 

3. GOJ TECHNICAL QUESTIONS ON TMP FOLLOW: 

A) THEORETICAL GROUNDS FOR THE EXPERIMENT AND THE POSSIBILITY OF 
ADVERSE EFFECTS, 

B) DURATION OF THE SEEDING EFFECT AND TECHNICAL GROUNDS FOR 
THE SAFETY RULE, 

C) THEORETICAL GROUNDS FOR THE ASUMPTION THAT THE SEEDING 
PROBABLY DOES NOT SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT THE PATH OR RAINFALL 
OF TYPHOONS, 

D) METHODS AND NUMERICAL MODELS APPLIED IN THE EVALUATION OF 
THE PRACTICAL RESULTS OF THE EXPERIMENT, 

E) ARRANGEMENTS FOR PRIOR NOTIFICATION IN EXECUTING THE 
EXPERIMENT AND FOR THE EX POST FACTO EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. EMD TEXT. 
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4. SCICOUNS REFERRED TO STRONG INTEREST IN PROGRAM OF PHILIPPINES 
AND NOTED THAT MANY OTHER COUNTRIES OF REGION SEEMED TO PLACE 
GREATER STRESS ON DAMAGE POTENTIAL OF TYPHOONS THAN ON THEIR 
BENEFICIAL EFFECTS IN PROVIDING RAINFALL. THESE COUNTRIES 
SEEMD TO BE STRONGLY INTERESTED IN SEEKING WAYS TO MINIMIZE 
DANGERS FROM TYPHOONS. 
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5. EMBASSY COMMENT: GOJ RESPONSE WAS LESS NEGATIVE THAN PAST 
RESPONSES AN EARLIER INDICATIONS (REFTEL A) HAD SUGGESTED THEY 
MIGHT BE. JAPANESE DECISION TO AVAIL ITSELF OF NOAA OFFER 

TO DISPATCH METEOROLIGST IS ALSO ENCOURAGING, BUT BY NO 
MEANS CONCLUSIVE, SIGN AND EMBASSY ASSUMES THAT OFFER WILL 
BE FULFILLED. AS NOTED ABOVE, EMBASSY SUGGESTS THAT NOAA 
EXPERT COME PREPARED TO DISCUSS RESULTS OF PAST PROGRAM IN 
ATLANTIC, AS WELL AS SPECIFIC QUESTIONS POSED IN GOJ QUESTIONNAIRE. 
END EMBASSY COMMENT. 

6. EMBASSY WILL APPRECIATE BEING ADVISED OF NOAA DECISION AND 
ARRIVAL AND OTHER INFORMATION ON EXPERT. 

SHOESMITH 
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